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them. Given the immutable nature of
archaeological fieldwork mediums (photography,
writing), the archive allows researchers to
question narratives of the past. Such narratives
have often been leveraged to dispossess
Indigenous identity and communities.

Some of Stanford’s film slides, which
depict excavations and specimens,
came arranged in boxes such as the
one depicted to the left. Through a
process called rehousing, slides are

moved from boxes to plastic sheets. If
the box includes an organizational

map, that information is also
rehoused.
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Conclusion

Anthropology and archaeology must come to terms with
their controversial legacies and unintended consequences
of their research. By actively centering Indigenous peoples
Single film slide from a site in South Dakota (site as our partners in science, the archive can become a
code 39B5-55), taken October 1970 (“Oct 70”) . . .y - .
liberatory tool for Indigenous communities. Future work in
the archives can transcend the controversies of the past

Each sheet holds twenty slides, and address silences in the historical record.
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The Archive's Decolonial

Potential

How can archival research mitigate the impacts of harmful
historical interactions between Indigenous communities and
archaeologists?
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